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SPECIFICATION 

TITLE; UNIVERSAL PORTABLE ILLUMINATED ARTWORK 

MODULE 

Cross-reference to Related Applications 

This application is entitled to the benefit of Provisional 
Patent Application Ser. #60/211199 filed 2000, June 13. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH 

AND DEVELOPMENT 

Non-Applicable 

BACKGROUND -FIELD OF INVENTION 

This invention relates to backlighted device to display 
artwork, specifically to a flexibly portable embodiment having 
a wide multiplicity of new art media applications. 

an exhaustive scrutiny of prior art discloses no portable 
apparatus securable into any display device of choice, such 

AS A PICTURE FRAME, SIMPLY, QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY. PRIOR ART 
DOES NOT ENABLE DIRECT APPUCATION OF AN ARTWORK ONTO A 
RE-USABLE PLATEN COINCIDENT ALLY WHILE SAID PLATEN IS MOUNTED 
ONTO A BACKLIGHTED DISPLAY DEVICE. NOR DOES PRIOR ART SUPPORT 
MULTIPLE NEW ART FORMS AS TAUGHT, ENABLED AND ENCOURAGED BY 
PRESENT INVENTION. 
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OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES 

IT IS THE OBJECT OF PRESENT INVENTION TO ENABLE MULTIPLE 
INNOVATIVE NEW ART MODES PERMITTED BY THE BASIC UNIVERSAL 
PORTABLE ILLUMINATED ARTWORK MODULE AND TO PERMIT SUCH 
DIVERSIFICATION EASILY THROUGH CLASSICALLY ELEMENTARY MEANS. 

PRESENT INVENTION USEFULLY COMBINES WIDELY DIVERSIFIED 
ELEMENTS AND FEATURES UNADDRESSED BY PRIOR ART: PORTABILITY 
OF MODULE ASSEMBLY PERMITS ENDLESS SUBSTITUTION OF ANY 
DISPLAY DEVICE SUCH AS A PICTURE FRAME OF CHOICE; SIMPLE AND 
INEXPENSIVE STRUCTURE; OPTIMAL DIFFUSION OF LIGHT PERMITTING NO 
BRIGHT SPOTS OR SHADOWS ON THE ARTWORK; A WIDE VARIATION OF 
LIGHT SOURCES MAKING POSSIBLE EXCEPTIONAL ARTWORK EFFECTS 
HERETOFORE UNATTAINABLE; ENDLESS SUBSTITUTION OF 
PLATEN-SUPPORTED ARTWORK EITHER OF ARTWORK APPLIED DIRECTLY 
TO OR OVERLAYING THE PLATEN; SIMPLE SUBSTITUTION OF PLATEN 
ARTWORK INCLUDING WORK THAT MAY BE A COMPOSITLY-LAYERED 
BUILDUP AS IN A COLLAGE WORK; A MODULE ASSEMBLY THAT IS LIGHT 
IN WEIGHT, AND INEXPENSIVE TO PRODUCE USING SEVERAL ELEMENTS 
WIDELY AVAILABLE COMMERCIALLY. 



SUMMARY 

PRESENT INVENTION PERMITS EXCEPTIONAL FLEXIBILITY AND CREATIVITY 
BY MEANS OF A SIMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE EMBODIMENT MEANS TO 
BACKLIGHT ANY TRANSLUCENT PLANAR ARTWORK, BEING A COMPLETELY 
NEW AND UNIQUE ART MEDIUM UTILIZING MANY VARIATIONS OF THE 
PLATEN ITSELF AS THE ARTWORK, ENCOURAGING TALENTED ARTISTS TO 
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EXPRESS ARTISTIC DIMENSIONS HERETOFORE NOT POSSIBLE, AND FOR 
WHICH MANY NEW AND INNOVATIVE PLATENS, LIGHTING AND SOUND 
EFFECTS MAY BE CONTROLLED, MIXED AND/OR COMBINED TO PRODUCE 
BRILLIANT AND DELIGHTFUL DISPLAYS. 

AN INNOVATIVE ARTISTS DREAM!! 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION - MAIN EMBODIMENT 

PRESENT INVENTION IS COMPATIBLE TO EMBODIMENT IN MANY DIFFERING 
MODES, AND WHILE THERE WILL BE DESCRIBED HERINAFTER THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION AND OPTIONS THERETO, 
THERE IS NO IMPLICATION THAT THERE ARE LIMITATIONS TO ANY 
RAMIFICATIONS SUGGESTED BY ART TAUGHT HEREIN. 

REFERRING TO ASSEMBLY NO 1, A SYSTEM OVERVIEW OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF PRESENT INVENTION, IT IS DISCLOSED THAT THERE ARE 
BUT FOUR PRIMARY ELEMENTS (PARTS NO'S. 10, 11, 12 AND 13) 
COMPRISING MY UNIVERSAL PORTABLE ILLUMINATED ARTWORK MODULE 
("MODULE"). 

1) ARTWORK DISPLAY PLATEN ("PLATEN"), PART NO. 10, 

SAID PLATEN WILL SUSTAIN THE ARTWORK TO BE DISPLAYED AND WILL 
MATCH DIMENSIONS OF THE ARTWORK PROPER, IN PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT WILL BE A CLEAR AND RIGID SHEET OF PLASTIC OF 
SUFFICIENT STRENGTH AND THICKNESS TO SUPPORT ANY ARTWORK 
SUCH AS A TRANSPARENCY AND DIMENSIONED TO FIT INTO AND BE 
CONTAINED WITHIN RECESSED FRONT INNER EDGE OF ARTWORK 
CONTAINER FRAME ("FRAME"), PART NO. 11. SAID PLATEN IDEALLY 
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ALSO MAY BE A SHEET OF GLASS, CERAMIC, METAL, WOOD, PLASTER, 
ETC., OR ANY OTHER MATERIAL ANSWERING ITS REQUIRED DIMENSIONS 
AND PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS. 

PLATEN IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT IS SECURED WITHIN THE FACE OF 
ARTWORK CONTAINMENT FRAME ("FRAME"), PART NO. 11, BY MEANS OF 
ANY SIMPLE ROTATABLE "CLIP" OF SHEET METAL, PLASTIC OR ANY 
OTHER SUITABLE MATERIAL, OR MAY BE SECURED BY MEANS OF ANY 
OF NUMEROUS DEVICES DEDICATED TO SUCH UTILITY, SUCH AS SPRING 
CLAMPS. 

A SEPARATE ARTWORK NOT DEPICTED DIRECTLY ONTO OR INTO THE 
PLATEN IS ATTACHED TO SAID PLATEN BY MEANS OF SIMPLE 
ROTATABLE CUPS MADE OF METAL, PLASTIC, CERAMIC AND THE LIKE, 
SIZED TO ACCOMODATE VARIED THICKNESSES OF SEPARATE ARTWORK, 
OR BY ANY OTHER ATTACHMENT MEANS SUCH AS CLAMPS, SLIDE 
LATCHES, SPRING CLAMPS OR ANY OTHER SUCH DEVICES WELL KNOWN 
TO THE ART. 



2) ARTWORK CONTAINMENT FRAME ("FRAME"), PART NO. 11 

IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT FRAME TYPICALLY RETAINS EDGES OF 
PLATEN, AND IS ASSEMBLED OF SECTION ALLY MITRED LENGTHS OF 
WOODEN MOULDING. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT MATERIAL USED ALSO MAY BE 
PLASTIC, METAL, CERAMIC, GLASS OR ANY ORGANIC/INORGANIC 
COMPOSITION OF DURABLE AND MACHINABLE CHARACTER. THE SECTION 
OF FRAME IS MODIFIED AS REQUIRED FOR FUNCTIONALITY RELATING TO 
THICKER SHEETS OF WORK TO BE DISPLAYED, OR AS REQUIRED BY 
MORE THAN ONE LIGHT DIFFUSION SHEET ("SHEET") (PART NO. 12), OR 



PAGE 5 

AS REQUIRED TO ACCOMODATE HEAVIER AND LARGER ARTWORKS, OR 
ANY OTHER CAUSITIVE REASON(S). 

IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT FRAME HAS ALL INNER SURFACES FINISHED 
IN A LIGHT-REFLECTIVE MEDIA SUCH AS PAINT, METALLIC PAINT, 
SILVERING (FOR CLEAR, TRANSPARENT MATERIALS), TIN PLATING, OR 
ANY OTHER MEANS FITTED TO THE TASK OF EFFECTIVELY REFLECTING 
LIGHT FROM ALL INNER PORTIONS OF FRAME. THIS COATING APPLIES 
ESPECIALLY TO INNER "BEVELLED" SLOPING FACES (SEE FlG. 2-B). 

3) LIGHT DIFFUSION SCREEN ("SCREEN") PART NO. 12 

IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT SCREEN IS DIMENSIONED TO FIT INTO AND 
BE CONFINED IN BACK SURFACE OF FRAME WITHIN RECESED INNER 
LEDGES THEREIN, AND MADE OF ANY CLEAR SHEETS CONFIGURED TO 
DISPERSE WIDELY LIGHT EMISSIONS FROM ANY LIGHT SOURCE WITHIN 
MODULE. ACRYLIC IS PREFERRED MATERIAL. SUCH SHEETS HAVE BEEN 
IN USE FOR MANY YEARS ON CEILING-MOUNTED FLUORESCENT UGHT 
BOXES. SAID SHEETS ARE SECURED WITHIN BACK OF FRAME, UPON 
RECESSED INNER LEDGES BY MEANS OF FOUR OR MORE FLAT-HEAD 
SCREWS AS REQUIRED FOR SERVICE IN METAL, WOOD, PLASTIC, ETC. A 
PLURALITY OF SCREENS MAY BE EMPLOYED IF DESIRED, IN ORDER TO 
MORE THOROUGHLY SCATTER UGHT FROM VENTILATED LIGHT BOX. 

4) VENTILATED LIGHT BOX ("BOX") PART NO. 13 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF BOX IS FORMED OF A CLEAR, RIGID, 
HEAT-TOLERANT PLASTIC SUCH AS ACRYUC, EXTERIOR SURFACES OF 
WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE LIGHT-REFLECTIVE INWARDLY BY MEANS OF 
SILVERING, METALLIC PAINT, SILVER LEAF, PAINT, OR ANY OTHER MEANS 
OF REFLECTIVE CHARACTER. 
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SIDES OF BOX SLOPE INWARDLY AND BACKWARDLY AT A 
TWENTY- DEGREE ANGLE {WHICH OPTIONALLY MAY BE ALTERED AS 
CONDITIONS WARRANT). SIDES AND BACK PANEL MAY BE DISHED 
CONCAVELY OUTWARD. TOP AND BOTTOM SLOPED SURFACES ARE 
PIERCED BY TWO HOLES EACH, OF APPROXIMATELY 3/4" DIAMETER, FOR 
VENTILATION PURPOSES, THE HOLES BEING PROXIMATE TO THE BACK OF 
THE BOX. ADDITIONAL SUCH HOLES MAY BE PROVIDED FOR LARGER 
UNITS OR FOR THOSE SUPPORTING MULTIPLE LIGHT SOURCES IF SUCH 
SOURCES EMIT HEAT. SIDE SLOPED SURFACES OF BOX ALSO ARE 
PIERCED BY HOLES FOR INSTALLATION OF LIGHT SOURCES, WITH HOLE 
DIAMETERS DETERMINED BY REQUIREMENT OF LIGHT SOURCES 
SELECTED. PREFERRED LIGHT SOURCES ARE INCANDESCENT AND 
FASTENED INTO SOCKETS SUCH SURFACE MOUNTED CLEAT 
LAMPHOLDER AS PROVIDED COMMERCIALLY BY LEVITTON MFG. CO. 

BOX IS SECURED INTO BACK OF FRAME BY MEANS OF LIGHT BOX 
ATTACHMENT FLANGES (PART NO. 18) BY PREFERRED MEANS OF 8 
FLAT-HEAD SCREWS PASSED THROUGH LIGHT BOX ATTACHMENT 
FLANGE SCREWHOLES. THEN PASSING THROUGH EDGES OF LIGHT 
DIFFUSION SCREEN(S) AND THUS INTO ACF PROPER. 

5) VENTILATION FLUES ("FLUES") - PART NO. 14 

FLUES ARE DESIGNED TO INHIBIT EXIT OF LIGHT FROM OPEN END OF 
FLUE, AND IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT ARE FORMED OF DARK PLASTIC 
HEAT-TOLERANT FORMABLE FINE MESH HAVING OPENINGS BETWEEN 
CROSS-FILAMENTS SUFFICIENTLY SMALL AS TO SUPPRESS EXIT OF 
UGHT. SUCH FLUES ARE SECURED TO BODY OF BOX BY MEANS OF 
HEAT-RESISTANT CEMENT OR ADHESIVE. 
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6) LIGHT SOURCE PART NO. 15 

Light sources in preferred embodiment are conventional 

INCANDESCENT BULBS, AVAILABLE COMMERCIALLY. CONVENTIONAL 
LIGHT SOURCES SHOWN (FlG. 3-A) ARE COATED ON ONE ENTIRE SIDE, 
COVERING HALF THE "BULB" WITH A REFLECTIVE MEDIA SUCH AS 
SILVERING, METALLIC PAINT, CERAMIC, OR ANY OTHER MEDIA TOLERANT 
OF HEAT, WITH COATED SIDE REFLECTING LIGHT FROM LIGHT SOURCE 
BACKWARD AND SIDEWARD WITHOUT ALLOWING VIEWER TO BE 
DISTRACTED BY DIRECT UGHT FROM LIGHT SOURCES. 

7) LIGHT SOURCE SOCKET PART NO. 16 

SOCKET IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT IS LEVITTON MFG. CO. SURFACE 
MOUNTED CLEAT LAMPHOLDER, SIZED FOR SMALL-BASE UGHT BULBS 
SUPPLYING UP TO 125 WATTS OF ILLUMINATION. 

8) POWER CORD PART NO. 17 

COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE POWER CORDS IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
SUPPLYING LIGHT SOURCES ARE CONCEALED WITHIN NIPPLES OR OTHER 
SUCH DEVICES, AND GATHERED AT BASE OF BOX TO A SINGLE CABLE 
CONNECTED TO POWER OUTLET. HOLES PROVIDED FOR LIGHT SOURCE 
BASES ARE BLOCKED BY SAID LIGHT SOURCE DEVICES SO NO UGHT 
MAY EXIT. 

9) LIGHT BOX ATTACHMENT FLANGE PART NO. 18 

IN PREFERRED EMBODIMENT FLANGE RIGIDLY SECURES BOX TO FRAME 
AS DESCRIBED HEREIN, AND FASTENED BY MEANS OF 8 FLAT-HEAD 
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SCREWS (OF TYPE DETERMINED BY SERVICE REQUIRED, SUCH AS INTO 
WOOD, METAL, PLASTIC, CERAMIC, ETC.). UPON ASSEMBLY OF MODULE, 

Flange is placed atop edges of Light Diffusion Screen(s) 
within recessed back of artwork containment frame, with 
fastening screws penetrating screen(s) into body of frame. 

PART NO. 19 - LIGHT BOX ATTACHMENT FLANGE SCREWHOLES 
NEED NO OPERATING DIRECTIONS, AS THEIR FUNCTION IS APPARENT. 

lO) LIGHT BOX VENT HOLE (PART NO. 20) 

VENT HOLES ARE PLACED AS DIRECTED IN PRIOR DESCRIPTION, IN 
ORDER TO ADMIT COOL AIR AT BOTTOM OF BOX AND VENT WARM AIR 
UPWARD AND OUT THROUGH VENT HOLES IN TOP OF BOX. SUCH 
CONVECTION IS WELL KNOWN TO THE ART AND NEEDS NO INSTRUCTION. 

11} COMPRESSIBLE SPACER - PART NO. 21 

Spacer is included in preferred embodiment only in event 
depth of mounting ledge for artword display platen within 
inner edge of artwork containment frame exceeds thickness 
of platen. spacer is any conventional compressible "packing" 
or "weatherstripping" of section meeting measure of space to 
be filled, in order to allow pressure to be exerted between 
periphery of artwork and mounting surface of ornamental 
(picture) frame. such pressure prevents light exit toward 

VIEWER. 
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12) ARTWORK CLAMP - PART NO. 22 

Clamp shown in preferred embodiment is simple, rotatable 
"clip." Said clip may be obtained commercially or fabricated of 
sheet metal to fit. 
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Title: UNIVERSAL PORTABLE ILLUMINATED ARTWORK MODULE 



OPERATION OF THE INVENTION 



It is implicit that dimensions of Module elements may be in/decreased at will in order to 
meet size/weight requirements of artworks as may be indicated. 



A) ARTWORK DISPLAY PLATEN ("Platen") Part No. 10 

Preferred embodiment of present invention teaches employment of Module as a 
"portable* artwork display unit, wholly self-contained, that may be fixed into any suitable 
artwork display frame , which universal utility marks its portability feature. Module is 
attached to picture frame or any other such display device by conventional means such 
as blocking (with screws if needed), snap clamps, spring clamps, rotatable clamps or 
spring devices, or any other such simple device or technique currently in use. 

Module may be wall mounted, table mounted, floor mounted, easel mounted, or any 
other such accomodation desired. In event viewer wishes to do so, Module may be fitted 
with a simple skirt to conceal its construction. Electrical power is fed to Module in 
conventional manner, from any convenient outlet, with a cord colored to satisfy. 

Present invention teaches a wide array of optional choices relating to artwork media, 
artwork forms, artwork uses and artwork assembly to Platen. Majority of such options 
are simple derivations of conventional, however, a few are quite technical in nature 
albeit simple in description and manufacture. The latter are found in descriptions herein 
associative with wires or patterns thereof conductive to electricity, the ordered display of 
such patterns remotely controlled, and display of a multiplicity of Platens embraced by 
slidably reciprocal, alternate, successive or rotatable means. All such operation is 
achieved by means of devices or controls or manipulations currently available 
commercially. Similarly, sound may be employed within scopes and uses of innovations 
taught herein by inclusion of digital recording or any other similar means into any 
system, to be controlled simply by hand remote control, or by emplacement of a 
computer element to coordinate sound source with the graphics. 

Application of options is clearly taught by present invention. For example, use of Platen 
as an independent artwork upon (or within) which artwork would be directly applied 
requires no unusual operational skills, but introduces an art mode in use and application 
of media not contemplated heretofore that would challenge any innovative artist. 
Laminated work (collage) described hereinbefore may be of any reasonable thickness 
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and still easily be attachable to and displayed within artist's decorative frame. A pattern 
preprinted directly upon Platen for completion by an amateur artist needs no further 
clarification, as can be said of use of colored platens, even in multiplicity taught herein. 

The inclusion within or on Platen or any appurtenances thereto of fluoreseable 
character, colored or not, is made notable when such inclusions are exposed to 
ultra-violet light generated in Ventilated Light Box, and that light source is varied in 
intensity by voltage controls, the fluorescent effects can be dramatic, indeed. 
Additionally, in similar teaching, light falling upon Platen, etc., from within can be 
dimmed/brightened simply by means of in-line rheostatic control, and further may be 
programmably timed to cause an artwork depicting a sunset to descend from bnlliance 
gradually into afterglow. Similar effects may be achieved at will. 

The introduction of artfully disposed fibrous elements into or onto Platen or any 
attachment thereto introduces still another completely new art skill, with unlimited scope 
of expression. 

The progressive techniques, methods and skills taught by present invention 
encompassing Platen use are completely new and previously unknown to the art. They 
allow unprecedented flexibility of artistic expression and scope, and bring to the artistic 
community vast new opportunity. 



B) ARTWORK CONTAINMENT FRAME ("Frame") Part No. 1 1 

Frame is a simple device designed merely to bring securely together the other three 
main elements of present invention. Its function allows no true dynamics, however it is 
integral to the absolute requirement of light reflection upon Platen, etc., and must be 
sufficiently sturdy to support Module proper without deflection. Thus, sectional 
dimensions may be altered to support Module exposure as necessary. Module parts are 
assembled in "sandwich" form, with Platen facing Viewer and secured to Frame, the 
Screens then fitted into back of Frame to be covered and held in place by Box. Nothing 
to it! 



C) LIGHT DIFFUSION SCREEN(S) ("Screen") - Part No. 12) 
Function of Screen is to scatter, diffuse, disperse uniformly all light directed upon it 
(them) from Ventilated Light Box, although such light will already be widely dispersed by 
previous effective means. Present invention employs all such means to enable display of 
artworks to greatest advantage and enjoyment of viewer. Teachings of present 
invention include advantages gained by employment of a multiplicity of Screens, 
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enabled by configuration of Artwork Containment Frame or obvious modification thereto. 

In practice, Screen may be clear, white, colored or sectionally-colored or framedly 
focused at midportion or any other portion or portions of Screen, to limit light 
transmission to section(s) of artwork as may be desirable to meet dictates of artwork. An 
option to use of conventional diffusion screens is employment of or development of a 
screen or screens designed to focus light from the Ventilated Light Box centrally upon 
artwork. 



D) VENTILATED LIGHT BOX ("BOX") - Part No. 13 

Subject element of Module permits wide-ranging imaginative excursions. Said Box in 
present invention is source of all light directed upon artwork, and thus may be fitted with 
a multiplicity of light sources of various types of emanations, and may be designed to 
direct such light centrally or to disperse uniformly all light emissions. Said Box may be 
provided with facility to embrace not only preferred embodiment of incandescent light 
bulbs, colored or not, but can be made to accomodate fluorescent bulbs, colored or not, 
such as commercially available short tubes, or "bulbs" inclusive of ballasts enclosed 
within their bases; infrared bulbs; neon tube fight elements colored or not, with 
transformers; ultraviolet bulbs; halogen and other light sources. Production of unusual 
light may be provided by means of coating interior of Box with medium that will fluoresce 
when exposed to ultraviolet light. 

In preferred embodiment light sources within Box ideally are controlled by means of an 
in-line dimmer control, but may be turned on or off simply by means of an in-line switch 
located at Module. Lighting may be controlled by means of control programmed to 
conform to artwork display sequential needs, and may be made to illuminate or turn off 
by means of a timer. An innovative option is to install light bulbs in the primary colors 
and control their brightness individually by means of dimmer controls (with computer 
control or not). Using this method, viewer may adjust light falling upon artwork to any 
intensity, of any color, of any shading (this utilization of light control would produce an 
even more admirable sunset progression than described earlier herein - it truly would 
"come alive!"). 

It is notable that the 20-degree slope angle cited earlier in this description causes light 
emitted from light sources (masked as hereinbefore described) to impinge upon all rear 
and side surfaces of Box to be mixed and diffused prior to being directed upon Light 
Diffusion Screen(s). Ventilation is effected by means of convective routing, which 
employs vent holes in exterior of the Box at bottom for new air entry, and matching holes 
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in exterior of the Box at top for air exit. Ventilation Flues (Part No. 14) covering ail such 
vent holes discourage light exit that would distract viewer. 
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TITLE: UNIVERSAL PORTABLE ILLUMINATED ARTWORK 

MODULE 



DESCRIPTION AND OPERATION, ALTERNATIVE EMBODIMENTS 



1) ARTWORK DISPLAY PLATEN ("PLATEN") PART NO. 10 

An option to preferred embodiment is employment of Platen 
itself as an independent artwork, upon or within which is 
imposed artwork of any description. a new art media is 
introduced hereby, in which application of paints, acrylics, 
chalks, pencils, etc. must be modified in order to render 
necessary translucency. 

.a further option to the platen is lamination of two or 
more sheets of a translucent medium, either similar or 
dissimilar in: color; in physical and light transferral 
properties; of same or differing geometry and perimeteral 
dimensions; or, any other features compatible to such 
laminating. 

a further platen option, as one of several related 
examples possible, teaches of an platen being either clear 
of colored and preprinted with or otherwise defined designs 
for artistic direction. 

a further option is an platen that is colored, either 
wholly or in varicolored sections, to provide a background 
for artistic media application. 
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a further option is the incorporation into or onto the 
platen, or a laminated variation thereof, of a substance 
caused to fluoresce when exposed to an ultra-violet or 
equivalent light source that is situate within ventilated 
light box (part no. 13), which part is described herein later. 

a further optional platen is built upon by additional 
sheets. or partial sheets of same or differing translucent 
materials, colored or white, or clear or opaque, as would 
be a work of stained glass, or an artistic collage. 

a further option has all perimetral edges silvered or 
otherwise coated with any paint, foil, plastic, etc., that will 
defeat light exit from such edges and will redirect such 
light back into platen proper. it is well known that 
perimetral edges of many plastics and other such materials, 
when light is directed upon their surfaces, will discharge 
light brightly. 

a further option to platen allows ught to exit its edges 
into a picture frame which, if translucent at perimeter of 
Platen, will be caused to glow. 

a further option is bevelling or rounding downward the 
perimetral edges of platen to surface level of frame, 
which configuration will surround the artwork with a thin 
"light frame", especially when platen is made of plastic 
material. 

a further option to platen is attachment to surface facing 
viewer of a narrow reflector strip closely to edge of 
Platen, that will direct light outwardly onto adjacent 
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surfaces of picture frame (which may or may not be 
translucent or reflective). said reflector strip is made of 
any rigid material made reflective by means of back-coating, 
plating or any other effective means, has either curved or 
flat section such as to reflect light from surface of 
platen laterally onto the picture frame, without exposing 
such light to viewer. 

a further platen option contains wires, threads, fibers, or 
any other such filamentary means, disposed in any artful 
curvilinear or rectilinear manner fixed or loosely ordered 
to deliver enjoyment to viewer. said fibrous means may or 
may not be colored, and may be sandwiched between two or 
more sheets of laminated means. a new artistic direction is 
enabled by such means. 

a further option to platen is inclusion onto or into any 
Platen, filaments of metallic, ceramic or any other 
substance conductive to electricity. such filamentary 
devices may cause platen areas affected thereby to react 
in color when power is directed therein, notably when 
Platen contains elements permitting such light emanations, 
and/or when power is applied by means of controllable 
circuitry such as computer chips which themselves may be 
controlled remotely. 

a further option imposes upon, into or within the platen or 
laminations of platen, a digital clock face and/or any 
chart-like or grid-like pattern, perhaps reactive to 
electricity, useful to commercial and/or military interests, 
to be varied as called for by human remote control, which 
control may be directed by means of computer chip(s) 
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SITUATE ON OR WITHIN PLATEN OR VENTILATED BOX ASSEMBLY 

(Part no. t3). Endless interconnections of such conductors 
are possible and practical, to be controlled in production 
of visual effects desired. module containing such platen 
ideally would be mounted upon an easel. 

a further option is reciprocal sudability to facilitate 
alternate or successive viewing of a multiplicity of platens. 
Such sudable means are well known and may be attached 
to front face of artwork containment frame (part no. 11) 
into which a multiplicity of platens may be fitted and 
alternated. a further option to such alternate/successive 
slideable means is a device to rotationally place platens 
for viewing and may be disposed in either horizontal or 
vertical circulatory embodiment. such rotational means are 
well known to the art, having been employed in projectors 
for photographic negatives, as one example. 

a further option to any embodiment of platen is 
introduction of a coordinated sound system to augment 
pleasure enjoyed by viewers of artwork, or to facilitate 
instruction and descriptions derived in commercial or 
military uses. such sound systems may be controlled by 
remote control means that also may be used for visual 
displays. 

a further option to platen is roughening of work surfaces 
by means of emery paper, sandblasting, etching, grit, or any 
other effective means. such treatment will cause art media 
to bond more effectively to work surfaces and will 
discourage "sag" by flowable media. 
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IT IS NOTABLE THAT ART MEDIA APPLIED TO WORK FACE OF PLATEN 
MAY EASILY BE REMOVED BY MEANS OF SPIRITS, WATER, RAGS, 
SCRAPING OR ANY OTHER SUITABLE MEANS. THUSLY, A CLEAN 
WORKPIECE IS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE ARTIST TO RE-IMPOSE 
DESIRED DEPICTIONS, AT WILL. 

2) ARTWORK CONTAINMENT FRAME ("FRAME") PART NO. 11 

Optional to Frame are planar surfaces, at viewer face, 
widened to accomodate module to ornamental viewing frame 
such as a picture frame in order to fit a smaller module 
to a larger viewing frame. said widened surface may be 
finished in such manner as to blend with (or contrast to) 
viewing frame surfaces proximate to face of module, 
perhaps to be covered by transparent or translucent sheet 
reactive to light or not, or by means of a coating of 
colored media. 

a further option is multiple, interchangable frames 
dimensioned at front faces to accomodate platens of 
varying sizes and media types. 

importantly, frame may be rendered monolithic by 
application of sturdy corner braces, in the event large 
and/or heavy impositions require such benefit. 

3) LIGHT DIFFUSION SCREEN ("SCREEN") PART NO. 12 

Optional Screen is produced by substitution of styrene, 
glass, or other effective material for preferred acrylic. 
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A FURTHER OPTION IS USE OF WHITE OR COLORED SHEET, EITHER 
WHOLLY OR SECTIONALLY TREATED IN ONE OR MORE COLORS. 

4) VENTILATED LIGHT BOX ("BOX") PART NO. 13 

Optionally, Box is formed of sheet metal, opaque plastic, 
ceramic, organic or inorganic compositions, or any other 
material suited to the purpose and duty, and which is 
coated internally with reflective means such as silvering, 
paint, metallic paint, tin plating or any other suitable 

MEANS. 

A FURTHER OPTION IS THE IMPOSITION OF A DIMENSIONED SHEET 
TO REAR, INTERNAL SURFACE OF BOX PANEL, FASTENED CENTRALLY 
BY MEANS OF A MACHINE SCREW WITH CHROME-PLATED HEAD 
PASSED THROUGH BOX BACK PANEL AND SECURED EXTERNALLY BY 
MEANS OF WASHER AND NUT EXTENDING NOMINALLY OUTWARD TO 
REAR, IN ORDER TO DISCOURAGE MECHANICAL ABRASION AND IMPACT 
DAMAGE TO BACK OUTER SURFACE OF BOX. 

A FURTHER OPTION IS SUBSTITUTION OF A PIANO HINGE FOR 
ATTACHMENT FLANGE ON ONE SIDE OF BOX, OR ORDER TO 
FACILITATE SERVICE ACCESS. 

A FURTHER OPTION IS INSERTION AND JOINTURE OF SEPARATE 
ADAPTOR BETWEEN BOX AND AN ASSEMBLY OF OTHER COMPONENTS 
OF ENTIRE ARTWORK DISPLAY MEANS HAVING DISSIMILAR DIMENSIONS. 

5) VENTILATION FLUES ("FLUE") PART NO. 14 

AN OPTIONAL CONSTRUCTION OF VENTILATION FLUES IS USE OF 
METALLIC WIRE SCREEN, WHICH MUST BE BLACK OF DARK IN COLOR, 
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and fixed to body of box by means of solder, cement or 
adhesive, or any other effective means. 

a further option is use of a rigid, solid material in forming 
of flue, interior surfaces of which are coated with a 
heat-tolerant black media, which flue is fixed to body of 
box by means of any suitable solder, weld, rivets, adhesive 
or cement or any other suitable bonding means or method. 

a further option in attachment of flue to box is use of 
channel-shaped rigid strips over which flue is slidably and 
tightly installed. 

a further option is replacement of flues at bottom of 
Light box with one or more air blower(s) to force cool air 
into Box proper. 

6) LIGHT SOURCE Part No. 15 

Optional to coating of half-length of incandescent bulbs is 
substitution of rotatable reflector "caps" such as those in 
wide use on night lights, mechanics' work lights, and the 

LIKE. 

Optional light sources are fluorescent, ultraviolet, 
infrared, neon, halogen or any other light source, colored 

OR NOT. 

A FURTHER OPTIONAL LIGHT SOURCE IS PROVIDED BY MEANS OF 
COATING INTERIOR OF BOX WITH A MEDIUM CAUSED TO FLUORESCE 
WHEN EXPOSED TO ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT. 



Page 8 



A FURTHER OPTION IS USE OF UGHT SOURCES IN THE PRIMARY 
COLORS, THAT INDIVIDUALLY MAY BE CONTROLLED BY MEANS OF 
DIMMER COMMAND, ENABLING VIEWER TO ADJUST LIGHT FALLING 
UPON ARTWORK TO ANY INTENSITY, COLOR OR SHADING IN ORDER TO 
INTENSIFY OR DIMINISH ANY EFFECT DESIRED (A SUNSET SCENE 
COULD BE MADE TO TRULY "COME ALIVE." 

7) LIGHT SOURCE SOCKET Part NO. 16 

OPTIONS TO PREFERRED EMBODIMENT MAY BE SUCH AS THOSE 
SUPPLIED BY ANGELO BROS. CO. ("SNAP-lN SOCKET"), OR MANY 
CONVENTIONAL SMALL LAMP SOCKETS OR "CANDELABRA BASES" SET 
ON THREADED NIPPLES SECURED BY EXTERIOR CROSSBARS. 

8) POWER CORD Part No. 17 

Options to conventional power cords include inclusion of 
dimmer device controlled by timer to permit increasing or 
decreasing light brilliance of artwork displays, as 
programmed to viewer's pleasure. 

a further option is use of threaded or press-on devices at 
power cord connections to vlb light sources. 

a further option is use of "harness" composition of cable, 
cords and wire connections. 

9) LIGHT BOX ATTACHMENT FLANGE PART NO. 18 

An alternate is substitution of a piano hinge for Flange on 
one side of box. 
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A FURTHER OPTION IS FLANGE SECURED TO FRAME BY MEANS OF 
CLAMPING DEVICE SUCH AS SPRING CLAMP, ROTATABLE CUP, ELASTIC 
COMPRESSION, CINCHED STRAP, SLIDABLE OR ANY OTHER DEVICE 
EFFECTIVELY SECURING BOX TO FRAME. 

10) LIGHT BOX VENT HOLE PART No. 20 

an option to simple vent hole(s) is employment of blower(s) 
to force cool air into body of light box. 

a further option is use of pre-cooled air forced into body 
of Light Box at bottom. 

11) COMPRESSIBLE SPACER PART NO. 21 

Optionally, Spacer may be secured to front or to back 
edges of adp, rather than being a separate element. 

a further option is employment of one or more sheets of 
light diffusion screen to fill space between platen and 
mounting ledge of frame. 

12) ARTWORK CLAMP PART NO. 22 

Optional devices are available commercially to hold 
together two planar elements are spring clips and clamps, 
compression clamps, slide latches and the like. 
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CONCLUSION, RAMIFICATIONS AND SCOPE OF INVENTION 

It has been demonstrated herein that present invention 
conveys a wide array of inherent advantages not enjoyed 
previously by art relating to display of backlighted 
artwork. While DESCRIPTION contains many specifications 

AND OPTIONS, THESE SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS LIMITATIONS 
ON SCOPE OF INVENTION. MANY ADDITIONAL VARIATIONS ARE IMPLICIT 
AND POSSIBLE. 

ACCORDINGLY, SCOPE OF THE INVENTION SHOULD BE DETERMINED 
NOT BY EMBODIMENTS MADE KNOWN AND DESCRIBED HEREIN, BUT BY 
THE APPENDED CLAIMS AND THEIR LEGAL EQUIVALENTS. 



